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4 -burning- as they went, But =the mune |: 


“Fout=shiarply= anew= 


Soren 
Ree informs Selwood "Se the rob- 
and Selwood forces the. swindlers, - 
Bartoe and. Atking, to 


e_wagon-to where the horses. contd) 


EERE et ad topes ween aus; Feraniee would— \—let_-them- 


eSpr 
j ‘peared closer, tf seaher eT 


Dassage oct 
_ He reached: the ‘bridge only ‘to he: 


iki “with a ‘deeper _ Nights 
: halted. by two men, who stepped’ out . 


fatter -by- Saree -com 


3 und: oke 

iy ere Bestor oi myntery, eet: 
eeper--at-. Doctor -Carpy's - hotel}. 

: athe lea! Parpy.s snot 


~handie it” 


meeting. resistance, 


ad the rae “water 
ate. on..the. 2 Spanish desert, An hour 


“esteemed, of vall- men, meanest in the 


‘on: elther side; covering | - 


ohn.” he sald , darkly, 
cbite, tatwo and Senrn. Oy the stead 


he_fames_and the fighting on 
“outekirts-of the town, In “the dai 
te 


where he could command the ower 
end. of . Fort street, rete was | 


“Down” ‘Port-atroet: sttent™ nd “come 


ere daugh ra 


main force, hal 


eas possible 


‘wood pronounced. Tracy's cabin; “Sel- 
‘00d got -down frofi his chorse and, 


tie. bg errs mine 


B pols 
pips : 


sean and Ww ‘yler’ that: |. 
sent acronke Star g Storekeper : 
1186! oO “believe BFDUC. y 

“te to-INRTaLInt NAG tonee 


white. Tm aitve. He re- “but the 


‘wiike to ‘use on decent men. We're! 


Hng--to-Scott-for—the-dog; -slippe 


re not the kind of passes we! ‘Chloe's mbEzle and held“her on the'|: bling 


leash, .°'The: mastiff ‘whianied® “and 


matt PreR yl Bee. ing ‘Doctor acaePy, 

“meets: Selwood and. infarms him’ that® 

a has. thrown her father out eo 
Claiming ogre it oR 


‘rossing this bridge ‘onight, bo: 
‘ we're “willing-to_pldy_ fair —How_man: p. 
No mat-| of yon “are there?” asked Selwood 


-dose_t 


Pp 
“than: be dragged -out: 
Carpe erie 8 carr 


~pletely: deserted;—he—rode,_wondering- 
whether -the-smoke rising: In the: fore. 
ground. included the‘ruins of his own: 
“dull or. others; and, akties ecoering 


"T° 


her toward the cabin. door... el 
Selwood- “hope tisk ith-Sateriag (or 


ioe. 
ermatian—o 
Whose picture he- anion in 


|_ho -one:_moying,:- nor could whe hear. 


any’ sound, This was - cause, for ‘sus. | : 


in oe any more they 


jalne._andRob_ Scott, Indian —in_Se 
atter ma pre 


picion, -{f not ‘a symptom ° of danger. 


‘ Mkely to be sleeping. there. in the- daye_ 


_ CHAPTER. v L.—Christie ‘warns Sel 


We. Pee 


of. ua: It you, say fight, it's a fight; 


you 


zl 20 Hi 
gite Selwood rages. With his two 


“How=you- pe: to get across the chanee—And “you're “doing-nobody any} 


=ander-&pencéabler time=than=at=night;=the-shack= night |=£0 Into: the grounds north : 


‘hall, dismounted, . secured “his _h 


ir | be unoccupied, 


wling on. the” ‘ground nd feeling” 
3 y i ide— 
ere-he- was partly protected -b “the: 


bride” . asked Parintoe grimly. harm tn jetting us take a sick- man 


Ee ani Selwood-driyes 


tkins-and-- 


n log, Selwood ot his “hand” OF 


ore attend: -to.that.- ~You- “Say th 


i and. threw the door: wide: ope 


atid. WIth: Tils=Band_on., ‘the grip_o! 0: 
holster “gun, walked to: the—doo 


ey-intn=the -door-tock and; 
stunding-to-one- -Ride,- pressed the-Int 


owing a poker |. ey 


Selwoo 


fils Selwoo 


eee er 


= commnii 
~Belwaod's birth, sent his son, Lieut. 
rams : Selwood's fatter, to de 
ne 


antes ‘intend to clean up the: 
wood, snows. AS A -8quare 


. declares |_ 


-Dave- ‘some, a) 
“wé-can ‘get to tt.” an 
Big_Haynes loomed Anat _of the | Wagon. . 


; Fankty, ~~ Jast- 
ask ed a 
C it 


TAL rr 
“Bracy and out of the hind end. of the 
Selwood_. told ‘the’ guards, 


three hours, There’s talk of trying | and" 
o-clean—the- town up” tonfgiit, SKIT 
man is in Medicine Rend, and I leave | M8 feet shuffling, and Scott, ee 


y Spartty-ajan=seemingt 


ie was—the: iy, towed=her-t 


ate 
~horse- ohoiigh ~with- the- —apur- "to ee : 


| orf 


jy -supperted—o1 
“by the t tong. Cliloe, his Ni 


the. ae and. strained -at~the leash, 
| but’ ehe: did not: growl. Seltrood ‘al- |. 
iwi-inetde whit h—sha 


hand, hn apant "Yo_the,qwazon, Scott 
passed out. a lantern, and Selwood, 
returning, carefully . pulled open the 
“door” and entered, 


would hate given much fora - fog. | 
“but he “had—noné,-and—conrineing 
himself thnt_he.. night as well..take.9_ 
Shot from_the -dark-thet-ng ane in-th 


, and-alt— 


“+ The River Brid| ie. 
ft was ‘two hours_| . opening. 
time, He unlocked the front door of 


long practiced, tollowea | 2 hulking oh 


golly to run ‘trom, John? "You're one 
“Jeet pean slowly and nolselessly 


ling. this’place in my gharge, tilt you” 


2 hall, crossed the ‘room to his 


get Baek? he asked ~-to confirm bis 


ae ‘galwond cme 


“Tracy had “Dullt, ‘and ‘in. which Selwood 


‘heitassaindtes =of= tieelveniee clock per 


lf 
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y AV AW 4 
rig my 4) 
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14, 
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{ 


“wsed_theelun: was “fam 


“the Nicisates were Seo 


knife,” 


hed § slept the first night~—and the only ‘Dim’ and the hall together. As a Big | der. Selw oni with Aa indignant oath 


nfght—he hid: ever slept in Calabasas. 
‘There was conrsd— bedding in—hoth 


Haynes, and ~~ Haynes’: defenders, he {- 
had never for a moment cherished |- 


took a quick step forward: The; Vigi= |: 
lante was: under, and, ‘as he ~wias’| 


‘Tt: rm nat back by “eleven o'clock, __| “patience of: ‘the horses’: fect: fadvane- 


decks, “A “rough Tock Erected s stood- 
; -—- 


up-ended. Selwond knew well its use, 


any. inusions; - “everything” about fag 


a nt'the a ronen-of-t 


He ,walked to. the front: doors, They 


murs Ba hates 


cartridges and cleanin * Implements 
‘c" phere were. In_It_two-cartridge belts. 
* and two. Colt's revolvers. There was 


atit-daylight-enous AIEPOSe; 


and. Selwood,; taking first. his own |. added, 


"gun. and In°tufh the two guns in the | Pardatocand Scott “and Pithonrt 


the. task .of taking) 
the | 


drawer, . began 
down, cleaning, and assembling 


2B 
sor in which. hé_ kept his stock of |_ 


ing, step_by..step, 2: tthe ehampingof. 


dont 


Like a candle snuffer for a candle. It_ 


“stood ‘wide-open.--He-looked—up-and + 


dow eft-—not-77—so SEAS Ne 


Haynes® straightened up, “Jl hold. 
-this_ place_ngainst --all--comers —ti-|-harness, ‘Pardaloe.crouched_In._re 
twelve o'clock,” he sald composedly. |:ness behind-the- nearer. goad waiting | 
only for Selwood“to_act 


he-stt 


where -in sight. Yet - the hall, open, 


rolled on his na the enue Fee. 


He ordered Me Alpin to put out the nas 
Ughts,- “close: the barn, and shoot any: \. 
oody: ane. ‘ttled tornet. Une Down diae we 


‘ere mying_t8—eet—the—horse-thiefs 
MeATniny With at speed; was-cloxing— 


“was. there to set. over. and ‘concen 

antly. a_fire_on_the_hearth. 
Tia few. moments the three- men, 

by the _Mght}’ of. the lantern,” had 


“Give—nie—a—couptezpt pond tmen,-he-|~ non 
Nodding ‘significantly. toward It’s foolishness, boys, “to Keep poke 
q--ing—shotguns. Into. me,” -proteste 
‘| Selwood, ‘“It would be better for you 
and better for me--if .you'd stand 


place ‘against 
Sleepy Cat!” 


all the Vigilantes ‘in 


ened out the place,—The betting 
was dumped outside, together with a 


“pattered*frying-pin “and, ¢offee-pot- 
‘and some canned goods, Kerosene. 


“three, . 
It gave -him- plenty ‘of time to think. 


““T"need a couple of good men, inye back, —Ami-eny—man_that—eatts—htm= 


‘self,” repied-Sehv a a ‘t “might- -self..a_friend_of_mine__onght_to_he- 
j, Send up Bull | 


over TO THE LEFT by this time, If 
Tm shot § FALL TO THE RIGHT. 
“Mani” he exctatiied, “addresstig th 

ard. on. -his.. left. hand mk re: 80. 


omni 
over the bunk, rubbish was pushed-on | 


the hearth and lighted. And with |~ 


Chloe blinking at the.flames, Tracy, 


@c|cstilc asleep” on! the ‘cot, was lifted. started for -the - horse . barn, 


~from the. ‘wagon backed. ad ao oe 


Seat 


Hifantly. lehted, stood .sitent and 
deserted s tt was as if-denth~had. ‘aud 
and_coimpletely ' 
denizens—players, onlookers,. dealers, 
everybody. He had _returned-to defend 
his vine only.-to find’ that no one 
eppeared ... to challenge—its—right “to | 

exist, : 

‘Puzzied at- ‘the— sttuation,- Selwand 
strode dowh the hrond . ste 3 “and 
He 
teite - were 


‘noticed ' that ad barn’ 


We i tv 
't. Tt looks to. me as if YOURE 


“and near near the open fire, = When Sparta: 
loo sand pre had aoa a ight 


tanterns_om peteeeld 
oA 


the upper_man_by. Gece bt 


the barn doors. | 


A ealieg. dion alot ‘neck,_and, 


thrusting Mt Into. “his. pocket, Jsipped':* 
of th Sse: 


he butt of his-gun down on. the, man’: 
head and tutned. his. face to the-licht., 
to-see—whe-it-ns—He-had-onty-tim 
‘to ascertain that the coward was none: 
Lof-his-own men, when-McAlpin-came- 
running out of. the barn. In.one hand. 


eee His: 
room, , fell. on. 


-he-carrted tintern, atid in: the other: 
8. hatchet—the- front ‘and picture of 
.a° wild “man: “Selwodd,: gripping the | 
throat. of the coward, ‘looked up at 
McAlpin,: “Who's. this.man, Jim?* de. 
mange ror sharply. tated 


the-Crawling Stone, 


“stil stubborniy ‘clung. 
‘the dome and. thrus 


Turning; he saw: on - ‘ 


he bad & “Ha 


Sa up. eet him to think o' : 
“cornered ‘by Vigilantes; ‘and escape 


_—._t__now__was.,g0.. easy—-nnd_always_there. 


was, Christie In the “background ‘ot 


ingeat ans -e - “ee aadateto the bridge oor: “Ashe 
haif whispered, ns the three men en- ate s0, the vee of his Teft boot’ at ie 


tg WERT a-cabin,— 
beside Tracy. Selwood .hi shad ees tae. 


cto" bee: Sista ue recut of death ;_ 


seemed more than onée of Tate to 
stare at him; tonight- the old face 


tin allitig, “‘Selwood, striking up “with fe 


his hand the_barrel. of the second) 


bler- pulling, in -the—atrnggie,-“the—re-- 


: hoofs and a re neenh bon yells 


_ from opsemen heaging down. -town 


came. buck to ~him: “It’s "Saturday. 
“night, All the Catabasns Harse-thieves 
«tide. {nto town for ‘a spree,. ae et 


but. Cait st Taeh-wes 4 common- 


volver'. from” the breast harness, |- 
brought the butt down twice: on the 
fighting guard’s “head. Pardaloe, . who 
had Placed 


lently from behind, above the’ knees, 
grabbed doth - ankles, ‘and as. ‘the 


we they won't many _| 


knew that in, thelr pation a skele 
ton horsemgn, astride—a— skeleton- 


_fuari's shotgtn went off, epatil him 
hend. The man struck: "sprawling’ 


on the plank floor, and Pardaloe’ was 
|_on_top .of him before he knew what 


plunged at "the discharge | 


bee | “a 


gambler, And what “had he to expect 
but a death such as thls if he ended, 
a life Uke this? Only, at-best, a 
bh, a violent death at the 
ome others “Onteast Uke 


He looked at: his watch: To make 


Mei rendezvoug by midnight he — 


‘tight had a homeless man to sucha 
abe Withont.a. woman _ fo eeke . 


| of the. ean | but, fortunately, hit no 


‘was a close squenis, = Fohn “erled ana 
“He'd had a. knife Into me, I know 
-the-blamed =thlef.--He's— 
river ‘rats—kii him.” ” 

Pees ‘him over to 


Sie Ofall 
nter-Tamp- 
Bee elope 


-a8—Bull-~ 
owl: held. 


Saper ere Sa a 


tngty. 
“The orders ts ‘put. not to. ba 
John--that’s. why. «1. 


k 
‘bird-a_bit,-Jim"—Colé-pointed— uli ad ty , 


horse thief and addressed AoAlnin- 
“tH) T get help. We'll String him up.” 
~McAlpin- tabbed his. hands In cheer 


fils hiend Selevod spoke sharpty to 


. Bs eré wag a “blinding explos 


far. erDes tne feors 
- It crashed Into aa 
2. 


and.ran like pacing power up the 
eilken shades} thes careened wildly. 


gne- under -foot,—The- struggle of -the-|-- 


surprised—guarda_was—quickly_over= 


thelr tables end stek 
‘tives against the Pe of frontier 
‘fatewas, indeed, he had already, for 


ole—-evll | : 


‘Nelther had a chance—against—men 
practiced tn encounter. ® ie 
Selwood ,was first to ee Throw 


- that night, staked John Setwood's. 


He picked up, last of his job, the|. 


__eartridge belt. It, was- tne darks” t to | 


“in the box, wht 


give In case he shouid. not de. back 
by daylight—namely, to run Tracy 


hinge ha ed] 


me-a—plece—of_rope,—Bob,” -h patd 
-aatride © ‘his mat, sit ae : 
> son's’ waate. no rope on ‘these 


“""" "the belt_and_telt forthe empty space 


‘to slip the brags slugs into place. ‘And 
with the thrift of Robinson Crusoé; he 


2_pinptled, a -handfal of cartridges Into 


“Hold the ‘man—and tfé. him,”-said 


ing the back dook; they've-got’a cou. 
Selwood, sternly, meantime trussing 


ple ten-gauge. guns and plenty ‘.of: 


op—river—until- 
* down In Sleepy Cat; and if they heard 
the gambling Tk Waa, burned to tell 


buckshot cartridges—londed fem -my- |-his-own victim. “We may have:viste. 4 


his trousers pocket, rore, “buckled the 


It<=fiveadramg and plenty-of- buck: | ‘tora ‘any mldute—work Septet 


the barn boss: “What's. become of 
ck inal atin : ees 


could get a team | and a wagon, 
e—atte 


ohn. 


chairs 


e xine to hie fel ghteried hotse, 
he sprang into the-saddle__. 


father._T. told her to come_back for_ 
It=she didn’t come, I drove it down 


| knows where. I se 


o-the-store:-Phe place was dark—rnd 
tosked np. Theyg were gone—God 
nm Bull Page. He's 


sobeT—= mi pred to death: for fear’ they'll | 


Heading tor “thé river,che sparred 


one: man “rode “that night out of” 
Sleepy Cat with a. bad chapter a his 
Ufe, closed behind him." | 


Dealt the ‘Vigitanite a Fearful: Biow 
se Across the Head. With a Club. 


barn ftself. ‘The two almost” cottided, 


The shan from’ the an dealt thd 


hang him.” : 
“Where ‘ate. your “hostlers?™ Ae 
“‘manded Setwood; upset.-~ ; 
"Ont with them dashed Vigilantes 
couldn't hold ‘em ‘back—not a man. 


ow across =the. 


Jack of em, Tefever’s got his team 


: The. Vigilante, evidently ‘a ‘man ‘of 
grea strength, ‘stag 


gered,_but_grap-}-. 
ly to receive | swer, A panle bad selzed him, ‘Too. Cook her 


Dunkhouse.” 2 
The. gambler naray. heard the. ane | 


sters over in the warehouse and the ing about: maim — 
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: ping, share is pometane fa ce air teat 
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‘The capital - punishment 
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ponte dngwout 
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great} tion is. aimed at preventing. Wayne wit crest of 58 predicted. “The 
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“Propos 


increases, 
from gaining complete control the 


legislature, 1918. 
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from -a-spark;. Tuesday; but fortunate. ilodge: was called from Jdbor, and F. Ls 
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